Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026 9:30 A.M.

Theme of the Day:
Today we learn to neither underestimate nor to overestimate the power of our enemy. And
who is our enemy? He is the evil one, the ancient serpent who is the devil and Satan.
Call to Worship “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” LSB 790 v 1
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!

Let all who hear Now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!

Welcome
Song “I Need Thee Every Hour”
Invocation and Opening Sentences 1 John 5:14-15; Psalm 17:6 (Please stand)

P} Inthe name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

And this is the confidence that we have toward [God],
that if we ask anything according to His will He hears us.
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And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask,
we know that we have the requests that we have asked of Him.

®

| call on You, my God, for You will answer me;
turn Your ear to me and hear my prayer.

®

Confession and Absolution

P} Let us approach the throne of grace with all boldness, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.
We step boldly into the presence of our God,

Praying the prayer that Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen!
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O God, | often pray, “Our Father,”
But | don’t accept other believers as my brothers and sisters.

| say, “Who art in heaven,”
But my mind is on earthly things.

| pray, “Hallowed be Thy name,”
Yet | seldom praise or call upon Your name.

| utter, “Thy kingdom come,”
Yet | devote my greatest energy and best days towards the coming of my kingdom.

With my lips | pray, “Thy will be done,”
But with my life | say, “My will be done.”

| pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,”
But too frequently, | doubt Your provision and care.

| say, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,”
Yet | harbor grudges and refuse to extend grace.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

| invite you to hear and believe the good news. In spite of your lackluster praying and
living, because of God’s great love, Jesus shed His blood for you. Because of God’s great
love, Jesus lives and will come again for you. Because of God’s great love, redemption and
restoration and resurrection are His gifts for you.

Let all the earth around, ring joyous at the sound, may Jesus Christ be praised! Amen!

Salutation and Prayer of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Father in heaven, give us grace and strength to follow in the way of Jesus who overcame
the enemy — the ancient serpent who is the devil and Satan — through the power of Your
Word. We ask this in the strong name of Jesus. Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:1-15 (Please be seated)

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had
made.



He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because |
was naked, and | hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and | ate.”

The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall
eat all the days of your life. | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading Romans 16:17-20

| appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and
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create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such
persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and
flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. For your obedience is known to all, so that |
rejoice over you, but | want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is
evil. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1-11 (Please stand)

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(P)
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Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But
he answered, “It is written,

““Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
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He will command his angels concerning you,’

and
“/On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.””
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.””
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,
““You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.””

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Luther’s Small Catechism
The Lord’s Prayer: The Sixth and Seventh Petitions
And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean? God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard
and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or
mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are
attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.



But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean? We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would
rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our
last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to
Himself in heaven.

Sermon “And Lead Us Not Into Temptation But Deliver Us From Evil”

— The Prayer of Protection Pastor Keith Jones
Hymn “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” LSB 766, sts. 7-9
The Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer (Please stand.)

(The pastor will conclude each petition with the words “Lord in Your mercy,” and the
congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”)

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Words of Institution

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying, “Take, eat, this is My + body
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
After supper He took the cup and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying,
“Drink of it all of you. This is My + blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Pax Domini

P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei  John 1:29

P} John the Baptist “saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!"”
Have mercy on us.

P} Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

P} Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution (Please be seated)
(...after the Communion, please stand...)
Post-communion Canticle Luke 2:29-32

P) When Simeon saw the baby Jesus in the temple, he took Him up in his arms and blessed
God and said,

“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my
eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.”

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

(P} Go forth as the forgiven who forgive. And as you do, go with God’s blessing:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

Hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB 770
Silent Prayer
Thank You, Jesus, for the Lord’s Prayer. Make it my desire and delight to pray it all the days of

my life. Amen.

++ +



Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.



Sermon Outline
The Lord’s Prayer: God Our Father
“And Lead Us Not Into Temptation But Deliver Us From Evil”
—The Prayer of Protection

® First Warning: Don’t U estimate Your Enemy

The Lord’s Prayer
Part one helps us know

Part two helps us know

Matthew 6:13

“lead us into

|II

but deliver us from evi

% Two Points of Clarification

1. Negative-Positive Prayer

Negative: “Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.

Positive:  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.” (Psalm

51:11-12)

Negative: “Lead us notinto temptation,
Positive:  but deliver us from evil.” (Matthew 6:13)

»  “God tempts one.” (James 1:13)
2. “But deliver us fromt e o) ”
* R the Devil’s S

“After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, ‘If you are
the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” (Matthew 4:2-3)

¢ The greaterthed , the greater my v
* R the Devil’s S
» “Jesus answered, ‘Itisw : Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word

that comes from the mouth of God.”” (Matthew 4:4)
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“Itis alsow : ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” (Matthew 4:7)

“Foritisw : ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”” (Matthew 4:10)
Second Warning: Don’t O estimate Your Enemy
1 Corinthians 6:20, “You were b with a price.”

Jesus, the victorious “Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5)” has a

a over the liar and Lucifer, destroyer and devil, serpent and Satan.




